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Towns To Set Strategies For Final Leg Of
Broadband Internet In Western Mass.

By JIM LEVULIS (/PEOPLE/JIM-LEVULIS)

Representatives from western

Massachusetts have created a plan to

expand the availability of broadband

internet in the region. The so-called Last

Mile of the state’s nearly $100 million

broadband initiative is expected to be

completed in the next three years.

(http://wamc.org/post/mass-broadband-

institute-sees-collaboration-key -connectiv ity )

(http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/wamc/files/201 409/massbroadband_map.JPG)
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State and local lawmakers, the Massachusetts Broadband Institute and Wired West, a

group representing more than 40 underserved communities, have announced

(http://www.senatordowning.com/index.php?nav _id=43&cal_id=7 7 2) that each town will

adopt their own broadband strategy specific to their needs.

“If you tell me I’m going to get broadband for $29.99 [a month], that’s a great deal,”

State Representative Smitty Pignatelli said. “If you tell me that it’s $129.99, I might

have some different thoughts. That’s why I think these community meetings are

critically important. How are we going to do it? How are we going to get the fiber to

your home or business? More importantly, how much am I going to have to charge

you to make sure this is affordable for the network?”

In July, state lawmakers authorized $50 million for the project.
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